THE COMING OF ARTHUR
Thereat Leodogran rejoiced, but thought
To sift his doubtings to the last, and asked:
Fixing full eyes of question on her face,
'The swallow and the swift are near akin,
But thou art closer to this noble prince.
Being his own dear sister'; and she said,
'Daughter of Gorloi's and Ygerne am I5;
'And therefore Arthur's sister?' asked the King,
She answered, 'These be secret things,3 and signed
To those two sons to pass and let them be.
And Gawain went, and breaking into song
Sprang out, and followed by his flying hair
Ran like a colt, and leapt at all he saw;
But Modred laid his ear beside the doors,
And there half heard: the same that afterward
Struck for the throne, and striking found his doom.
And then the Queen made answer, 'What know I ?
For dark my mother was in eyes and hair.
And dark in hair and eyes am I; and dark
Was Gorloi's, yea and dark was Uther too,
Wellnigh to blackness; but this king is fair
Beyond the race of Britons and of men.
Moreover always in my mind I hear
A cry from out the dawning of my life,
A mother weeping, and I hear her say,
UO that ye had some brother, pretty one,
To guard thee on the rough ways of the world!5"
'Ay,9 said the King, eand hear ye such a cry?
But when did Arthur chance upon thee first?5
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